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“Jesus’ Last Passover with His Disciples”
Luke 22:14-22

VERSE DISCOVERY: Luke 22:14-22 (KJV, Public Domain)

Prepare

® Bring to class some elements of a traditional Passover meal (or close substitutes). Ask if
anyone knows what these are or what they are used for. Give your class a brief overview of
the Passover (do an internet search of easy ways to show Passover, especially if you are
teaching children).

Ask if anyone knows what the Last Supper is. Ask if they know what it has in common with
the Passover.

Teach, today’s lesson, Jesus’ Last Passover with His Disciples is a lesson about the Last
Supper. It was when Jesus, along with His disciples, celebrated the traditional Jewish
Passover meal for the last time before He died on the cross.

The time was drawing near for His mission on this earth to be done. Jesus, using the Last
Supper, showed His disciples some important things to remember about His loving sacrifice.

Explore — Full Lesson Available on pages 6-12

Verses 14-16

Time plays a key role in all our lives. As a matter of fact, King Solomon wrote extensively about
time which starts with the words: “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose
under the heaven: A time to be born, and a time to die” (Ecclesiastes 3:1-2). (Hold a clock up
and ask about time. For example, what time do you wake up or go to sleep? What time do you
eat lunch or dinner? How much time do you spend watching tv or playing video games, and so
on?

Everything revolves around time, and there is a right time and wrong time to do things.

When Jesus was born, He was born with a very specific and special purpose: to be the Savior
of the world. Even that would happen at the right time: “But when the fulness of the time was
come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that
were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons” (Galatians 4:4-5). And Romans
also tells us, “For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly”
(Romans 5:6).
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The time Jesus was born came on God'’s timetable. And the day that Jesus would die would
happen exactly when God wanted it to. But before we get there, “the hour was come” when
there would be a special dinner, referred to as the Lord’s Supper, that would symbolize and be
used to remember all that Jesus would do.

Verses 17-20

How do you remember special days? | guess it would depend on which day you were trying to
remember. To remember the day of someone’s birth you have a birthday party. To remember
a vacation, you may look at pictures. To remember a wedding anniversary, you may go out to
eat, or even renew your marriage vows for milestone anniversaries. And each holiday on our
calendars brings with it its ways to remember.

Jesus wanted to teach His disciples the importance of remembering. One way He would bring
their attention back to what He would do on the cross was through the reenacting of this special
meal called the Last Supper.

For this, He would use “bread” and a “cup” (use obvious objects for this part). In breaking the
bread and giving it to His disciples, He was showing how His body would be broken for them.
He told them, “this do in remembrance of me.” The time was getting closer for Jesus to lay
down His life on the cross, and every time the disciples would take of the Lord’s Supper, it would
help them remember His sacrifice.

Then, with the cup, Jesus announces, “This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is
shed for you.” Earlier, Jesus told His disciples, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6).

In the ancient world, and with a system that was dependent on the blood of animals to cover
wrongs, Jesus was letting them know that He is the way, His blood would bring about a “new
testament” or a new covenant to reach the Father in heaven. Hebrews 12:24 tells us, “And to
Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better
things than that of Abel.”

Each aspect of the Lord’s Supper would help hearts and minds to remember the important work
Jesus completed on the cross. It would also help them remember God’s unfailing love for each
of them: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). (Hold up a big, poster-
sized heart cut-out with the worlds of this verse printed in the middle.)

Verses 21-22

While this time and this meal would be forever remembered and celebrated for what Jesus has
done for us on the cross, we read about another character in this familiar story and the part he
played.
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Judas Iscariot was his name. He walked with Jesus. He ate with Jesus. He lived with Jesus.
His ears heard Jesus’ teachings and his eyes saw the miracles Jesus performed, but his heart
was no right. (Hold up a cut-out of a black heart.)

Jesus would go to the cross out of love, but Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus because he was
controlled by a dark heart and greed. To Judas, love didn’t matter. He didn’t treasure Jesus for
who He was. He only treasured the money in his pockets.

Soon after the Last Supper was finished, Jesus would be arrested and crucified, showing us and
the world just how far true love goes for others. It would be a time of sorrow and pain, but it
would be a time that would happen on God’s timetable, and | think that's a time worth
remembering.

Activities
= Jesus celebrated a special meal with His disciples. What was it and how does it help us

remember Jesus? Use the Kid’s Journal Page to write your answers.

= Jesus paid the price for us. Although forgiveness is free to accept, it wasn’t free to purchase
(1 Peter 1:18-19). How does studying the Last Supper help you to further appreciate and
remember what Jesus has done? Use the Adult Journal Page to write your answer.

= Using the Draw the Scene page, students can fill in the missing portions of the picture.

= Using the Activity Sheet found on site, students can draw people and things that may have
been present at the Last Supper in the spaces surrounding the verse.

= Using the Cup Craft paper found on site, students can fill in the cup using glue and red glitter,
sand, or similar material, to go with the lesson.

= Alternate activity sheets such as Word Search, Memory Verse, and more are available on
site for those who just want to work with printed materials.

Review

= Commit to memory the base verse from the lesson: “And he took bread, and gave thanks,
and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this
do in remembrance of me.” Luke 22:19

= Fill out the review sheet provided (page 13)

" Any memory verse game would be suitable for reinforcing the lesson.
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Life

Although the Passover was a traditional celebration meal, through Jesus’ instituting of the Last
Supper it took on even more significance for all who believe in Christ as their Savior. What
other “traditions” or rituals, in worship, service, or other areas help you to recenter your day,
your week, and your life to focus more clearly on Jesus and remember what He has done for
you?

Sunday School Lesson © WordForlLifeSays.com



http://www.wordforlifesays.com/

8z Word forLife Says
www WORBRISRPFRISHQR: YAH- Jesus’ Last Passover with His Disciples

“Jesus’ Last Passover with His Disciples”
Luke 22:14-22

VERSE DISCOVERY: Luke 22:14-22 (KJV, Public Domain)

Jesus’ time on this earth was ending. On this night, He would be betrayed. From there, the
course of events will move quickly toward the cross where the Passover Lamb will be sacrificed
for the sin of the world.

Before we arrive at that point in history, let us review the specifics of Jesus’ last Passover
celebration with the disciples that we now refer to as the Lord’s Supper.

THE HOUR HAS COME

Luke 22:14 “And when the hour was come, he sat down, and the twelve apostles with
him.”

At the beginning of chapter 22, we see a more detailed telling of events that lead to our opening
verse.

Verse 1 plainly tells us, “Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is called the
Passover.” (For more on the original Passover view this lesson here). It is also during this time
that the hunt for Jesus’ life is in full swing (vs. 2) and Judas Iscariot was all too happy to oblige
them with the means and opportunity, for the right price, of course (Vss. 3-6; see also Matthew
26:14-16)

“Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the passover must be killed,” (Luke 22:7). And
| don’t want to get ahead of myself, but before all these events would conclude, Christ Himself
will be identified as our ultimate Passover Lamb sacrifice (1 Corinthians 5:7).

As the time drew near to kill the lamb, Peter and John were sent to prepare for and make “ready
the passover” (Luke 22:13; read Vss. 7-13).

NOTES:
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Opening to the first verse of our lesson text, we see, “And when the hour was come, he sat
down, and the twelve apostles with him.”

To me, the phrase “the hour was come” is so pivotal in the story of Jesus. Although here itis
referring to the hour of the meal that according to Jewish times would have been at twilight, or
just after sunset, or evening (compare Matthew 26:20; see also Leviticus 23:5), | think of those
times when Jesus voiced, “My hour has not yet come” (see John 2:4; 7:6). As Jesus was
entering in the “hour” of the feast, He was also entering into the “hour” of His suffering, also
referred to as His passion (Acts 1:3; compare to John 13:1) that would bring the hope of salvation
of the world.

As Jesus was entering into the “hour” of the feast, He was entering the “hour” of long-awaited
prophecies being fulfilled concerning Him and the world He would finish on the cross (compare
John 13:1).

After this sacred meal, Jesus would be arrested and led as a “lamb to the slaughter” (Isaiah
53:7). As they led Him to Calvary, He would be “numbered with the transgressors” (Isaiah
53:12). As He hung on the cross, Messianic psalms such as Psalm 22 would become so scarily
read as it outlines centuries before the crucifixion of Christ in exact detail.

Yes, | believe this hour is very pivotal.

Thus, “he sat down, and the twelve apostles with him.” Yes, all “twelve apostles” joined
Jesus in this final Passover feast, including Judas Iscariot, the Lord’s betrayer (which we will
discuss in greater detail a little later).

Luke 22:15-16 “And he said unto them, With desire | have desired to eat this passover
with you before | suffer: For | say unto you, | will not any more eat thereof, until it be
fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”

Jesus never hid the reality of the suffering He would face from His disciples. There were many
times when Jesus tried to prepare their hearts for this time (see Matthew 16:21; 20:17-19; Mark
8:31; Luke 9:21-22; 13:33; 18:31-33). But, as Luke 18:34 reminds us, the truth of what Jesus
was trying to convey to them regarding His suffering often escaped the disciples understanding:
“And they understood none of these things: and this saying was hid from them, neither knew
they the things which were spoken.”

NOTES:
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Therefore, Jesus told them, “With desire | have desired to eat this passover with you before
| suffer”. Although the time and significance of everything that was about to transpire was lost
on His disciples, Jesus knew and held this occasion very near to His heart. He knew that after
this day He would not eat of this feast anymore “until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”

Despite what the chief priests and those who sought His life thought of Him, Jesus knew where
He was going. After everything pertaining to His mission on earth and every prophecy fulfilled,
Jesus knew that He would return to the Father, “the kingdom of God,” and one day His saints
would join Him in the ultimate celebration of celebrations.

Do THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME

Luke 22:17-20 “And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it
among yourselves: For | say unto you, | will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the
kingdom of God shall come. And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave
unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.
Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you.”

May we not overlook the taking of the cups here. While this cup was one of several in the part
of the regular Passover feasts celebration, | can’t help but be reminded that in a little while our
Lord will be on His knees praying in that sacred garden for a certain cup to pass Him by. But
with a heart of submission and acceptance, He takes on the full role the Father has ordained for
Him, “Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but
thine, be done” (Luke 22:42).

Jesus will suffer. He will be crucified on a criminal’s cross. He will die, but for the joy of being
in fellowship with His disciples, at this moment, He gives thanks. He keeps His eyes and His
heart heaven focused. He goes through the rituals and prescriptions of the Passover meal,
without missing a beat, and still giving thanks.

With that same emphasis given toward the “kingdom of God shall come” as He did in verse
16, Jesus knows that He will not “drink of the fruit of the vine” in this celebratory manner until
that great and glorious day.

NOTES:
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He hasn’t returned yet, so our Lord is still waiting for His celebratory feast.

With His focus on spiritual and heavenly things, Jesus sets about a new way for His disciples
and all who would accept Him as Savior to remember Him as they approached this sacred meal.

Taking the “bread” and giving thanks and breaking it, distributing it to His disciples, Jesus
speaks these words: “This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of
me.”

This Passover bread would have broken easily considering it was without yeast as formerly
instructed to the people (Exodus 12:8; Deuteronomy 16:3-4). With its maybe flat and cracker-
like structure (as we know it today), it would have easily snapped and been susceptible to
breaking or tearing, causing much harm. Jesus took much harm on His body when He died for
our sins.

The bread being broken was a symbol of what His “body which is given for you” would
endure. Isaiah prophesied of His suffering body, saying, “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace
was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed,” (53:4-5).

His “body” was given for our sins (Galatians 1:4). When we partake of this holy meal, we are
remembering, by faith, everything Jesus endured for us. We are remembering the sacrifice
“given for you”; given for all of us (John 3:16).

Of the “cup” He speaks, “This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for
you.” Hebrews 9:22 reminds us that, “Without shedding of blood is no remission.” The symbol
of the cup would be the symbol of His life being poured out “for you”, for us all.

In the book of the Law, in Leviticus 17:11, we read, “For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and
| have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that
maketh an atonement for the soul.”

If | had space and time, | would break that one verse down with those four phrases, each having
its own space of explanation: 1) Life of the flesh is in the blood, 2) | have given it to you upon
the altar, 3) To make an atonement for your souls, 4) For it is the blood that maketh an atonement
for the soul.

NOTES:
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The blood was sacred. Then, it was for the purpose of sacrifice on the altar, and the blood that
would be represented in the cup that would be forever remembered in the same sacred way,
only more so, because He who gave His life on the altar of the cross is so much more and He
blood has done so much more.

Taking our minds back to the Old Testament altar, we see it not only as a place of worship but
also as a place of sacrifice. It is where one could find atonement for sins and wrongs committed.
It was the center of reconciliation between God and man from the time of Noah when he “builded
an altar unto the Lord; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt
offerings on the altar” (Genesis 8:20).

That was then. That was a picture of what was to come. On this night, Jesus would give us a
new picture, with a new, fulfilling meaning of blood shed, sacrifice, and altar.

Throughout the New Testament we see this new picture of where our reconciliation and hope
now lies: in Christ. Hebrews 9:11-15 tells us,

“But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more
perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building;

Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into
the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.

For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean,
sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself
without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for
the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are
called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.”

He, with the cup in His hand. He, the mediator of the “new testament”, verifies what has
already been stated: this is “my blood, which is shed for you.”

For love, He would perform every bit of the Father’s will
For love, He will lay down His life (John 15:13).

NOTES:
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For love, His blood will be shed for you and me.

Going back to the previous verse — “This do in remembrance of me” we recognize we could
never save ourselves (Ephesians 2:8). Every soul on planet earth - past, present, and future
would need what Jesus would offer on the cross through His blood: reconciliation.

“This do in remembrance of me” were the words that came that left no question as to why this
would be celebrated from henceforth. It would be done and carried out to remember what Jesus
did on that cross, to remember, in its truest form, the sacrifice He became when He allowed
Himself to become the Passover Lamb. As the original Passover was a memorial to celebrate
the children of Israel’'s deliverance from Egypt (see Exodus 12:14), so too would this “supper”
celebrate our deliverance from the captivity of sin through the brokenness of Jesus Christ.

To some, the cup may just be a cup to hold a drink for the evening, but for us who believe, that
cup became an everlasting symbol of the new that God would initiate through His holy Son.

MY BETRAYER IS WITH ME

Luke 22:21-22 “But, behold, the hand of him that betrayeth me is with me on the table.
And truly the Son of man goeth, as it was determined: but woe unto that man by whom
he is betrayed!”

After announcing that it would be His very blood that would usher in the new testament, the new
covenant, there is the “but” thrown in the mix.

As much as Jesus desired to share this meal with His disciples, it would be one of them who
would betray Him as was prophesied many years prior: “Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom
| trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me” (Psalm 41:9).

Earlier, in verse 14, we noted that as Jesus sat down, all twelve apostles were with Him, including
Judas Iscariot. And Jesus plainly states here in verse 21, “the hand of him that betrayeth me
is with me on the table.”

One, an apostle, welcomed to dine with Jesus as a friend, is also a betrayer. And although many
voices rose to question, “Lord, is it 1?” (Matthew 26:21), both Jesus and Judas Iscariot knew the
answer to that question.

NOTES:
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Redemption for mankind will come, and Jesus will fulfill His role and purpose for being born on
this earth: “The Son of man goeth, as it was determined,” but that does not absolve Judas
Iscariot’s guilt from the part he played, for Jesus said, “But woe unto that man by whom he is
betrayed!”

His name always appears in the last position of the disciples in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, and
not at all in Acts 1:13. And, his name is always identified by what he did.

It was he that went to the chief priests, and asked, “What will you give me, and | will deliver him
unto you?” (Matthew 26:15). It was he that would later come to the Garden of Gethsemane
where Jesus prayed in great distress, and betrayed our Lord with a kiss (Matthew 26:15; 27:3).
And it was he who joined the Lord at the “table” commemorating this Last Supper.

Although the events that would come at the end of this supper, at the end of this night would be
painful in more ways than one, Jesus desired to have this time with His disciples and to share
this meal.

They, and Christians following, would look back on the events of this Last Supper as a time to
reflect, examine, be grateful, and remember all that our Lord Jesus Christ has done for each of
us.

NOTES:
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“Jesus’ Last Passover with His Disciples”
Luke 22:14-22
Please Answer the Review Questions Below

. TorF. Eleven disciples joined Jesus at the Last Supper. (Luke 22:14)
. Jesus said, ‘I have desired to eat this with you before | suffer.” (Luke 22:15)

A. Supper B. Passover C. Lamb D. None

. Write out Luke 22:19.

. What do the words “new testament” signify in this lesson? (Luke 22:20)

. “And he took the , and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it among
yourselves.” (Luke 22:17)
A. Drink B. Bread C. Cup D. None

. T or F. The bread was the symbol of Jesus’s body, broken on the cross. (Luke 22:19)

. The lesson speaks twice about “the kingdom of God,” (Luke 22:16, 18). Thinking on that
time to come, what do you most look forward to?
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